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YOUR KINGDOM COME
BY PASTOR JAMES CHANG, ASSISTANT PASTOR

Matthew 6:10

“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Dear GVBC Church Family,

One critical movement in my own personal prayer life I have needed and given more
focused attention to is: spiritual discernment.

Through this season of parenting, the vast majority of my day is probably spent
reacting to circumstances which come at me:  my son Noah cries awake; his diaper
needs to be changed; he got into the toilet again. All this alongside all other matters of
life:  another text message; my friend’s in distress; my car’s overdue for an oil change .
. . react, react, react!  So, I’ve begun to wonder, what would it look like if — rather than
always frantically reacting my way through this life — I was instead more intentional to
continually discern spiritually what God is actually calling me to do as well as what
NOT to do?

Spiritual discernment is an expansive topic so what I’ve begun to do as one simple
step forward is to lift up Matthew 6:10 of the Lord’s Prayer all throughout my day in
various circumstances:  “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.”  At first, it was honestly a little weird. But the more intentionally I have done
this, the more I felt the real power of the Holy Spirit come and grant me wisdom to
begin to see all of my life in the light of His kingdom and His will for me. So, whenever
I see a stranger walking toward me on my walk home, whenever I sit down in a
meeting with someone, whenever my baby gains a new motor skill — “your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” This has all brought about a new
spiritual awakening within me to see God come alive around me.

In the midst of this, I’ve learned discernment has a two-faced dark enemy — one face
is heroism, the other face is despair. Heroism is insecure capacity to say yes to
everything. At church, there are so many needs and so many ministries and so much
temptation to be the hero and do it all. But I must realize God really just calls me to be
faithful to my little part. Despair is the insecure crumbling inward to say no to
everything. This happens when we are overwhelmed by so much our eyes become
overcome by the mountain, not realizing we have a mountain-mover with us. Rising in
heroism and falling in despair are both signs of a soul which is desperate and not
seeking first the Kingdom of God.

What has been rescuing me from this two-faced enemy has not been relying more on
my own strength to say more yes’s or no’s, but instead to focus on simply making
Matthew 6:10 a regular part of my daily breath. And, because I have been able to
discern more of God’s Kingdom work in and through my life, neither this heroic spirit
nor spirit of despair has overtaken me. Instead, the power of His Holy Spirit has
touched me when I pray and He has given me a humble confidence in who I am in
Christ and what Jesus calls me to do for His Kingdom and His will today.

Nothing more. Nothing less.

Would you consider incorporating “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven” in your prayer life too?

humbly in His service,
James
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MARCH BOARD REPORT
BY HERMANN SCHURR, CHURCH CLERK

Your Board of Deacons met for its monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 7.

As is typical, the meeting started with a time of prayer and reflection followed by a devotional. This
month’s devotional was by our Treasurer, Silvio Carrara. Business then moved to the review and
approval of the Minutes from the February 7th Board Meeting and review and approval of the January
2017 Financial Report. Preliminary, February General Fund and Nehemiah V giving were then also
reviewed.

Other business conducted by the Board included approving a requested membership reinstatement and
removal from membership of beloved member Maisie Fujino who passed away in February. The Board approved a
fundraiser for Rifu Oasis Chapel through a special offering at the Pray for Japan event on Saturday, March 11.

Other items addressed during the meeting included a review of the recently conducted February 26 Annual Business
Meeting and a discussion on whether a church policy is appropriate to formalize guidance on the ordination of local
church pastors (i.e., pastors ordained by GVBC, but who do not serve on the GVBC staff).

To close the meeting, your Board reviewed attendance figures and upcoming GVBC events and received an update from
the Pastoral Search Committee (PSC). Brian Lo’s ordination is being scheduled for Saturday April 22 at 3:00 p.m. at
GVBC [see invitation on page 5].

Thank you all for keeping your Board, the PSC, and our senior pastor search in your prayers!

Also, much appreciation to Clyde Noguchi for taking notes in my absence to enable the completion of the March minutes
and this Board report.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER CELEBRATION!

Date: Saturday, April 8
Time: 9:00 — 11:30 a.m.
For: Nursery through Kindergarten (older siblings are invited too)
Location: Community Hall

Please join us for a tasty breakfast followed by special activity stations in our celebration of Jesus’
resurrection. This event is free. Invite your family and friends. Grandparents, be sure to bring your grandchildren.

Registration flyers are in the Nursery and Early Childhood Sunday school classes or the Narthex counter. For more
information, email Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net.
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but helpful. A smile goes a long way.
Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord
in an international setting; a clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be
accompanied by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email before departure
after registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, May 27 to Sunday, May 28 — 2-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost $130.
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail,

cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation to Mexico and some
meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions
Committee.
First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed prior to each trip); and to
speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for helpful tips.
For more info contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and information available on the Narthex
Counter.

2017 SHORT-TERM MISSION TEAMS by Linda Hayashi, Missions Committee
 The Japan Team will serve from July 5— 19 in Rifu and Tokyo. They will assist Oasis Chapel with outreach to their

community and meet with former GVBC attendees in Tokyo for encouragement and fellowship. The Japan Team
members are:  Tommy Park (leader), Violet Dresser, Christopher Ishimatsu, Tommy Morse, Reed Sata, Erik Uratsu,
and Marsha Yoshiba

 The Brazil Team will serve from August 4 — 14 in Campinas and Vitoria. They will be under the leadership of
missionaries Philip and Corenne Smith (American Baptist missionary) in their work with Hope Unlimited, a
comprehensive ministry which serves homeless street children ages 8 — 18. The Brazil Team members are:
Michelle Law (leader), James Chang, Michelle Koga, Stephanie Nakayama, Gerry Shiozaki, and Lindsay Yoshiba.

 The Thailand Team will serve from October 25 — November 8. They will partner again with Mike and Becky Mann
(American Baptist missionary), to complete a water project in a Hill Tribe village in Thailand. The Thailand Team
members are: Grace Hayashi (leader), Chris Koga, Bill Louie, Gerald Mayewaki, Emi Osato, and Hermann Schurr.

Please pray for the 2017 short-term mission teams as they prepare for their mission trips coming up this year.

SHORT-TERM MISSION TO JAPAN by Bob & Teresa Matsushima
Since retiring, we want to use our lives for Christ. We will be working alongside the JEMS
missionaries, David & Uka Mills, in providing conversational English and coffee to Tokai University
students at J Lodge, a café in Kanagawa, Japan (Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”).
We are self-funded so we are only asking for your payers. Please join us in prayer for the
Japanese people to find Christ’s love.
We will be leaving Sunday, March 26 and returning Friday, June 23.
To keep up with the Bob & Teresa’s news during their Japan mission trip, check out their blog website at: https:/
matsushimablog.wordpress.com.

SHORT-TERM MISSION TO JAPAN by TJ Yee
Several GVBC families are leaving for Suita Seisho Fukuin Kyokai (translated Suita Bible Gospel Church) in Osaka,
Japan. GVBC originally sent a team there in 2000, and some families have continued this relationship. The families
going this year are:  Matt, Lauren and Makenzie (3) Butt; Chad, Jennifer, Tyler (9), Cami (8) and Alexis (5) Shimazaki;
Mike & Nikki Ueda; TJ, Krisi, Taylor (9), Tylie (7) and Ryder (3) Yee. They will be leaving on Thursday, June 22 and
returning on Wednesday, July 5. These families are self-funded.

The purpose of our trip is to encourage young married couples, families, and others by sharing with them what our daily
Christian family life looks like. We will share about our ministries at church, daily devotionals with the kids, prayer life,
etc. Ultimately we are seeking to be a light in any way possible by building relationships, encouraging and testifying to
the joy which only Jesus can give. We aren't asking for any financial support ,but would love to be covered in prayer.
Please pray we would glorify God and shine His light to everyone we come across in Japan. Please pray the kids would
be used to Glorifying Him and begin to understand God's desire for them to serve Him with their lives.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family, On behalf of my family, thank you for the beautiful floral
arrangement sent to me when my father, Tom Yanaga, passed away. I took
pictures and sent them to my family in Colorado so they could also share it
with me. Also, thanks for all the cards with such kind words and thoughts.
Shirley Aoto.

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, On behalf of the Gardena Human
Services Emergency Food Pantry, we would like to thank you for your
generous donation of $500 [from our LOVE fund] and 2 bags of food. Your
generosity will enable us to provide food and other goods to Gardena’s
needy residents this year. “We make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.” — Winston Churchill. Thank you for you support and
assistance in helping the needy in our community. Sincerely, Kelly Fujio,
Director Recreation, Human Services, Parks and Facilities Department; By
Katherine Kaskanyan, Community Aide III & Christina Theobald, Recreation
Coordinator Recreation, Human Services, Parks and Facilities Department

Dear GVBC Family, We received the beautiful flower arrangement of yellow
orchids, roses, and other yellow flowers which was sent for my husband,
Masa, during his illness. We are grateful and thankful for your thoughts and
prayers for his recovery. His recovery is going well, improving daily. Praise
the Lord. With great appreciation, Chieko Kitaoka Hirayama

Congratulations to our GVBCers who ran in the L.A. Marathon (26 miles) last
Sunday, March 19. Our runners were Wayne Takeda who ran it in 4 hrs. 13
min, Steve Hatanaka who ran it in 4 hrs. 19 min., and Layne Wakuta
(GVBC’s Youth Director) who ran it in 5 hrs 36 min. Layne is pictured at right
in the center (4th from the left). Layne’s wife, Susan’s, family attended to
cheer them on along the way.

Ordination Ceremony
You are invited to attend the ordination of

Brian H. Lo
Saturday, April 22

3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary

Light refreshments following
Come join in this wonderful time of celebrating Brian’s calling.

Business-formal attire recommended.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

THE DANIEL PLAN CLASS
The Daniel Plan Class has been canceled until the fall.

WORK DAY
Saturday, April 1, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts No experience needed to help with minor
repairs landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Come when
you can and leave when you must.

EASTER DECORATING
Saturday, April 15, 8:00 a.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, April 17 after the Easter service

DISCOVERING JESUS CLASS
Sundays of April 23 — June 18, 10:45 a.m., Room 214. Led
by Cyril Nishimoto.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 4. More info to follow.

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 14

OFFICE CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 29

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors

 New Nixon Library:

Thursday, June 15, departing at 10:30 a.m., return
approximately 5:00 p.m., [NOTE price change] $117
per person includes:  bus ride (with gratuity for the bus
driver); guided tour of the Nixon Library & lunch at the
Knott’s Chicken Dinner Restaurant. The library has been
closed for a year while undergoing an 15 million dollar
renovation. Everything is new with interactive displays
and upgraded technology. Also, you can step aboard
Marine One, the presidential helicopter for Presidents
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford. DEADLINE: Final
payment due on May 21.

 Laguna Arts Festival & Pageant of the Masters:

Tuesday, August 15, $130 per person (includes gratuity
for driver). No refunds after final payment is made.
Departs at 3:30 p.m. from GVBC. Returns approx. 11:30
p.m. Tickets were purchased in advance so sign up while 6

tickets are still available. Please pay in full at time of
registration. See Keiko Imatomi or Audrey Yee in the
Courtyard on Sundays.

 Candlelight Pavilion Dinner Theater — “THE SOUNDS OF
CHRISTMAS”:
Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes motorcoach
transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the show, gratuity
for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in Claremont
blends the elegance of décor and dinning with the
excitement of professional music production of “Sounds of
Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is due November 5.
No refunds after final payment is made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi after
the worship services or through the church office. Make checks
out to GVBC with your trip title in subject line.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, April 5 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 26.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Scholarships for Success
Christian Community Credit Union is awarding $60,000 in scholarships!

The Christian Community Credit Union’s “Scholarships for Success” program is awarding scholarships to qualified
students who are members of the Credit Union with an active checking account, attending a college, university, or
seminary for the 2017-2018 academic year, and enrolling (per semester/quarter) with 12 units or more for Undergraduate
students; six units or more for Graduate students.

For more information about the Scholarships for Success program, please visit the website at:

myCCCU.com/scholarship

DEADLINE: Scholarship applications are due by March 31.

You can download scholarship applications at:

myCCCU.COM/promotescholarship

For more info or questions call 800-347-CCCU (2228) or email: info@mycccu.com.

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672,
wendy@gvbc.net.

WE NEED FINGER FOODS FOR EASTER
We need finger foods for after our
Easter Sunday Services on April 16.
Please bring your food to the kitchen
by 8:00 a.m. Thank you so much.

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS

We are receiving donations for Easter flowers “In Memory of” or “In Honor of” your loved one(s). These
names will be listed in the Spirit newsletter and the Easter worship bulletin.

Please fill out the information on the flyer on the Narthex counter. Suggested amount is $8 per flower (checks
payable to GVBC, memo line: East flower donation). Place in the offering bag or give to Jan in the office.]

Donations for Easter Flowers go toward decorating our facility and do not guarantee you receiving any flowers. After the
second Easter service, you may take flowers if they are available.

Questions?  Call Jan in the office, ext. 0.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY EXECUTIVE Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
Pastor Daniel Matsuda:  Live Today to Finish Well

SUNDAY, APRIL 2/COMMUNION
Pastor James Chang:  We’re in This Together

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
Pastor James Chang:  Jesus Leads Me Home

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Brad Toy and Lee Matsunami:  Jesus Forgives Me

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Both services in the Community Hall
Featuring GVBC’s Children’s Choir
Pastor Daniel Matsuda: Jesus Makes Me New


